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of Bergamo, in which the editor craves that his author may not be entirely condemned for his use of the Latin word for ' deacon' We do not know whethei the Bishop was able to condone so grave a departure from classical usage. But to the modern eye it is one of the chief merits of this honest writer that his Latmity is not too pure, that it bears traces of the mingling of Greek, Latin, and Christian elements, and that it reflects with care and fidelity the conditions and transactions of the age in which he lived.
The Political Writings of Rousseau1
rl**^HE English opinion of Rousseau, whether as man or JL publicist, has never been very flattering, and a long series of excellent writers, representing the conservative traditions of the country, have denounced him as the source of most of the unsound political sophistries which vex the sages of mankind. Years before the Confessions had shocked the world with their pitiable revelations of baseness, Dr Johnson expressed his opinion with characteristic vehemence ' Rousseau, sir, is a very bad man I would sooner sign a sentence for his transportation than that of any felon who has gone from the Old Bailey these many years Yes, I should like to have him work in the plantations' And though we do not say these refreshingly one-sided things now, most normal Englishmen and not a few distinguished Frenchmen do in substance agree with Di Johnson and think that Rousseau was a bad man who exercised a bad influence, and that it would have been better for the world if he had never been born. Quite apart from all questions of personal character and temperament, we are apt to think of him as a man of genius who, without any real knowledge of life or history, founded a political philosophy in the clouds. It is not an uncommon view that his* teaching
1 Th* Political Wrttoigs of Jean Jacquu Rousseau    Edited by C E. Vaughan.   a vols    Cambridge University Press, 1915,